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Department of English

Spring 2021
COURSE OUTLINE

_______________________

Course Code: ENG 445
Section: 1

Course Title:  Modern Poetry
Credits: 3

Class Schedule and Room: MW1:30-3:00 pm, 241
Course Instructor: Israt Jahan (MIJ), Assistant professor
Office Room No: 249
E-mail: shantiewu@ewubd.edu 
Phone: 01816014573
Office Hour: MW: 12:30-1:20, ST: 12:30-1:20, TR: 1:40-2:40

Course Description: Modern Poetry of English Literature of the 20th century is rich, varied, and challenging. With the help of 19th century innovators like Emily Dickinson and Walt Whitman, poets freed themselves from the formal constraints of regular meter and rhyme and forced themselves to redefine the genre, a process that continues with each new poet. With Ezra Pound’s slogan “make it new”, Modern poetry establishes a firm place in literary history. Modern poets made experimentation with rhythm, form, diction and devices in their poems. Tide of Modernism was not confined in Europe only. America, Latin America, Africa and Asia also felt its vibration. The course is designed in such a way so that students become familiar with poets of different region and they compare writing style of those poets to have better understanding. 
Course Objective:

Through this course, student will be made aware of the notions of the poems of the last century as they read a selection of authors. They will also be made familiar with the diverse movements which are representative of the vast continuum of modern literature. The class will help students identifying various themes like love, death, joy, grief, nature, community, history, the self and appreciating the craft of poetry. Students will also learn to employ critical approaches and literary criticisms- historical, biographical, and gender- to have a comprehensive knowledge.
	
	Course Learning Outcomes: 

	
	1. Read each poem.

	
	2. Analyze the poems.

	
	3. Explain various terminology, concepts, philosophy/ideologies, themes, and figures of speech.

	
	4. Read the secondary materials to understand multiple contexts/ conditions under which poems were conceived.

	
	5. Relate/ distinguish primary texts to/from secondary texts.

	
	6. Read several critical insights and essays and apply them to interpret the texts.

	
	7. Write critical appreciations of the poems to argue or contest their universal reception.

	
	8. Work individually to develop independent research papers highlighting own opinion by accessing various resources.

	
	9. Work within groups and in pairs to interact, share, and exchange opinions and acknowledge diversity in ideas.

	
	10. Evaluate the relevance of the texts to the context of the present time.


Course Content:
T. S. Eliot

The Waste Land Section I, V, “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock”
W.B. Yeats
“The Second Coming”, “A Prayer for my Daughter”, “Among School Children”, “Leda and the Swan”, “Sailing to Byzantium”, “Easter 1916”
Sylvia Plath
“Daddy”, “Lady Lazarus”, “Ariel”, “Tulips”

Ted Hughes
“The Thought Fox”, “Pike”, “Crow Blacker than Ever” “Apple Tragedy”
Philip Larkin     
“The Church Going”, “Ambulances”, “Annus Mirabilies” “A Study of Reading Habits”
W.H. Auden
“Musee de Beaux Arts”, “The Shield of Achilles”, “In Memory of W. B. Yeats”, “Lullaby”, “September 31st, 1939” 
Reference Books and articles:
Bassnett, Susan. Sylvia Plath: An Introduction to the Poetry. 2nd Ed. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2005.

Bloom, Harold. T. S. Eliot’s The Waste Land. New York: Infobase Publishing, 2007.

Eliot, T. S. 1888-1965., and Michael North. The Waste Land: Authoritative Text, Contexts, Criticism. New York: W.W. Norton, 2001. 

Nally, Claire. Envisioning Ireland W. B. Yeats’s Occult Nationalism. Switzerland: International Academic Publishers, 2010. 

Roberts, Neil. A Companion to Twentieth-Century Poetry. USA: Blackwell Publishing, 2001. 

Ross, David A. Critical Companion to William Butler Yeats. New York: Infobase Publishing, 2009.

Sharpe, Tony. W. H. Auden in Context. USA: Cambridge University Press, 2013.

Testing and assessment:
Apart from the two mid-terms and final examination, formative assessment will be based on individual presentations, assignments, and quizzes. The participants are expected to contribute to the classes by actively participating, critically commenting and providing feedback on the overall discussion. They will also be required to complete some shorter take-home assignments. Quizzes will be taken as surprise quiz based on class lectures and will be held on the spot followed by the lecture. 

Marks Distribution:



Semester final assessment      

: 30%




Presentation 1                     

: 05%

SDS (Student’s led discussion session)
: 05%


Graded classwork                                   
: 05%

Attendance                        

: 05%                                   

Quiz                                    

: 10% 

Assignment                       

: 10%

Term paper 



: 10%

Term Paper presentation

: 10%

Viva                                    

: 10%

Total                                   

: 100

Lesson Plan: 

	Day 1: Overall course introduction and knowing each other
	Day 16: W. B. Yeats

	Day 2: Reading W. H. Auden’s two poems
	Day 17: W. B. Yeats

	Day 3: Reading W.H. Auden’s three poems
	Day 18: W. B. Yeats

	Day 4: Non-PowerPoint presentation on Auden’s poems           
	Day 19:  Quiz on Yeats

	Day 5: Reading The Waste Land Section I
	Day 20: Philip Larkin

	Day 6: The Waste Land Section I
	Day 21: Philip Larkin

	Day 7: The Waste Land Section V 
	Day 22: Worksheet on Larkin

	Day 8: Quiz on The Waste Land 
	Day 23: Term paper presentation

	Day 9: “The Love Song of J Alfred Prufrock”
	Day 24: Term paper presentation

	Day 10: “The Love Song of J Alfred Prufrock”
	Day 25: Viva

	Day 11: Presentation on Eliot



	Day 12: Presentation on Eliot, Discussion on term paper
	Day 26: Final

	Day 13: Ted Hughes
	 

	Day 14: Ted Hughes
	

	Day 15: Sylvia Plath
	

	Day 13: Sylvia Plath
	 

	Day 14: SDS on Hughes and Plath
	

	Day 15: SDS and assignment submission on Hughes and Plath
	

	
	


Rules students must follow

​​​​​__________________________________________________________

♦ Maintain an attendance record of 80% throughout the semester. Students who have more than four unauthorized absences from classes will be asked to withdraw from the course.

♦ Students who are more than ten minutes late for a class will be marked absent.

♦ Students will not be allowed to sit for any make up exam except for emergency medical grounds. Applications in this connection must be supported by medical certificates.

♦ The university will show ‘zero tolerance’ to a student adopting any unfair means (copying in the exam, plagiarism in preparing assignments, etc)

♦Students can apply for an ‘I’ (incomplete) grade only when they are barred from appearing at the final exam on genuine medical grounds. Approval in this connection depends on the discretion of the Department Chair.
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